This course introduces students to the sociological analysis of families and gives them an understanding of family within the larger social system. The course begins by looking at different conceptual and theoretical issues, which challenge the commonly-held views of the family. We will consider how families are formed and look at the choices that people make regarding marriage and parenting. We will take a closer look at different aspects of family life, including the distribution of paid and unpaid work within families, diverse family forms and intergenerational issues. We will consider adversities that families experience, including violence and divorce. Finally, we will consider policy issues relevant to families and the future prospects for the family in a changing society.
Prerequisites
Sociology 1020 or 1021E, formerly Sociology 020 or 020E. Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. Responses submitted after the due date will not be graded. The due dates will be posted.
Antirequisite

Examinations (Worth 70%)
The midterm is tentatively scheduled to be written on Saturday, June 15 th at 9:00 am and is worth 30%. The final exam will be written during the final exam period (between July 29 th and August 2 nd depending on scheduling) and will be worth 40%.
The examinations will cover all course material. They may include multiple choice, short answer questions, definitions, and true/false questions. I will provide more information on the exams at a later date. Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating.
Plagiarism Checking
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a passage, from another author they must acknowledge their debt both by quotation marks and in footnotes. Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (www.turnitin.com).
Missed Exams and Late Assignments
You should understand that academic accommodation will not be granted automatically on request. If, due to medical illness, you cannot write a test or exam, or submit an assignment by the due date, it is your responsibility to follow the University's new "Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness". This policy can be accessed at: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf.
Compassionate Grounds: Serious Illness of a Family Member: Inform your instructor as soon as possible and submit a medical certificate from the family member's physician to your home faculty's Academic Counselling office. In Case of a Death: Inform your instructor as soon as possible and submit a copy of the newspaper notice, death certificate or documentation provided by the funeral director to your home faculty's Academic Counselling office.
If a makeup exam must be scheduled at a site other than UWO, you may be required to pay for the proctor. Failure to write a scheduled makeup exam will result in a zero.
Statement on Academic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy on what constitutes a scholastic offence at www.uwo.lca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf.
Note
Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a passage, from another author they must acknowledge their debt both by quotation marks and in footnotes. Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). ** Plagiarism Checking: The University of Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form for plagiarism checking. ***
The policy of the University is that, when a course instructor wishes to change the evaluation procedure, as outlined in his or her course outline at the beginning of the year, prior approval must be obtained from the dean of the faculty concerned. **** Sociology 1020 or 1021E is a prerequisite for this course. It is the students= responsibility to ensure that they have met this prerequisite. 
